Cardiorespiratory decompensation following methylprednisolone administration.
A 2-year-old white female receiving multidrug chemotherapy for treatment of a primitive neuroectodermal tumor developed acute hypotension, bradycardia, and shock following administration of ondansetron and high-dose methylprednisolone. The subsequent clinical course is described, and cardiovascular reactions to ondansetron and methylprednisolone are reviewed. While the etiology of this severe reaction is uncertain, it is possible that it represents an idiosyncratic reaction to the rapid administration of high-dose adrenal corticosteroids. Patients receiving high-dose corticosteroid therapy should be closely monitored, and slow rates of infusion are recommended.